UNRULY FAMILY
was absent in her own home. Her friendship with Struensee, her
husband's chief Minister, was thought to conceal a liaison; and
when a palace revolution sent Struensee to his death there were
many Danes who thought that the Queen ought to share her
6 lover's' fate. A squadron of British men-o'-war, which the
Government had sent to the Baltic as soon as it was learnt that
an English princess was in danger, frightened the triumphant
court party out of their wits; and it was readily agreed that the
Queen should be removed to Hanover. So Caroline was sent to
Celle, the prison house of another erring Queen; and there she
died in 1775. Whether she was guilty of the charges levelled
against her in Denmark is doubtful; but she was admittedly
indiscreet. George was torn by anxiety for her safety after
she had fallen into the hands of Struensee's enemies; and
he also seems to have believed that she had been guilty of a
sordid intrigue with Struensee, so damning was the evidence
against her.
His brother's indiscretions caused George endless unhappiness.
Edward, Duke of York, William, Duke of Gloucester, and Henry,
Duke of Cumberland, were dissolute and reckless in their be-
haviour : they showed none of that self-respect which prevents
men from befouling family honour by defiance of conventions:
no sooner were they out of one scrape than they were into another.
Death carried away Edward, the most promising of the three, in
1767; but not before he had established for himself a reputation
as a libertine. Three years later George had the unhappy ex-
perience of seeing Henry brought into the courts as defendant
in an action of criminal conversation. The Duke had become
infatuated with Lady Grosvenor; and the irate husband [who,
as a matter of fact, was one of the most dissolute men about
Town!] asked the courts to give him substantial damages for the
hurt which he had suffered in consequence of his wife's seduction
by the Duke. London was vastly amused by the c revelations *
of the court proceedings—and particularly at the Duke's atroci-
ously bad grammar as revealed in his letters to Lady Grosvenor.
The upshot of the sorry affair was that the Duke was mulcted in
damages and costs to the tune of .£13,000; and since he was
without the means of paying them he had to ask George
to assist him. Something must be done to save the family
honour; and so George, sick at heart, wrote on November 5th»
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